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What Is The UNTOLD Project?

What is UNTOLD.?
__________________________

UNTOLD was created in 2017 as a global storytelling
movement mining the unknown tales of humanity.
Currently, it is operating under the Women Survivors
Alliance, a 501c3 which offers health-based educational
programming.
UNTOLD consists of dynamic photojournalism, a film series,
podcast, traveling exhibit and theatrical experience. UNTOLD
exposes the remarkable stories of ordinary people-- giving
voice to life’s diverse experiences, challenges and
vulnerabilities in a mission that unites us all. It captures the
essence of truth in a world of unspoken and silent topics.
From mobile, social, web and television, to stage and print,
UNTOLD draws in an audience craving to go deeper to
discover the heart and hope of the human spirit.
Full description: UNTOLDProject.org
Our Partners:

Why The Campus Diaries?

Why UNTOLD: The Campus Diaries?
__________________________

While there are efforts ongoing and applied today to build campus cultures based on well-being, and new strategies being utilized to solve key
challenges in college mental health, UNTOLD is a three-pronged, standout project, developed with hands on collaborators that seek to go one-onone with the student body to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Understand emerging trends in mental health on college campuses
Encourage help-seeking behaviors though one on one student interviews
Build inclusive and safe peer-to-peer learning environments
Protect wellbeing
Drive student ownership of their own wellbeing through forms of anonymity and personal interview.
Provide early awareness for self-intervention and encouraged targeted support
Inspire Change

The Campus Diaries: Behind The Smiles
__________________________
.

Research shows college students live in emotionally challenging times and it’s manifesting on campuses across America. According to a 2015
survey from the Center for Collegiate Mental Health at Penn State University, it was revealed that 20 percent of college students seeking mental
health treatment were taking up half of the appointments at campus counseling centers.
The MTSU NCHA survey found mental health concerns in the responses of students to the survey. 58.5% of students felt things were hopeless any
time within the last 12 months, 91% felt overwhelmed by all they had to do in the last 12 months, 88.2% felt exhausted for reasons other than
physical activity at any time during the last 12 months, and 65.1% felt lonely any time within the last 12 months. Another 72% felt overwhelming
anxiety at any time within the last 12 months, 71.8% felt very sad at any time during the last 12 months, and 16.9% had seriously considered
suicide.
The Campus Diaries was created as a mental health awareness campaign within a campus community and designed for the purpose of resonating
with any student who has faced a challenge, crisis, or difficult patch through the college years.

The Campus Diaries: Behind The Smiles Project Defined

Project Breakdown
__________________________

Through UNTOLD: The Campus Diaries - Behind The
Smiles, we partner with educational campuses to capture
the dramatic impact of a student’s voice. And like the other
facets of the entire UNTOLD Project, that voice is heard
through the art of both conversation and written word and
allows for unspoken and silent topics to be given a safe
place free of judgment to talk about their experiences in
hopes of helping other students. The project provides
opportunities to allow students to be heard, to inspire
hope, educate, and create a space for compassion and
change, while simultaneously raising awareness of the
mental health issues within the campus community.
The Campus Diaries offers three (3) verticals carefully
designed to create effective avenues of expression for the
issues facing college campuses today.
The Story/Photo Exhibit
The Film
The Podcast
Each of these components are broken down on the
following pages.

1. The Story/Photo Exhibit
__________________________

UNTOLD: The Campus Diaries – Behind the Smiles is a
story/photo exhibit created for a one-day, on campus
awareness campaign.
The project is a collage of photos consisting of students
and their inspiring stories. Photo’s of smiling students
(noting the “behind the smile” tagline) are on display and
beneath each photo, there are pages entitled “Dear Diary”.
“Dear Diary” are actual essays showcasing powerful stories
submitted by students anonymously, presenting a safe
place for the student to share their thoughts on what they
are currently going through.
Why A Diary? Diaries have always been considered a safe
outlet to write down how someone feels, their
experiences, or even their thoughts. Creating a diary
submission allows the students to express how they feel,
and students get to also see that they are not alone. This
exhibit creates a visual documentary noting how each day
students and faculty members walk among the campus
halls hiding behind their smiles. It also showcases the
importance of being aware that someone could be going
through something even though it may not appear that
way on the outside.

2. The Film
__________________________

In addition to the exhibit, UNTOLD: The Campus Diaries –
Behind the Smiles will solicit three to five non-anonymous
students to share their personal stories of college transition,
overcoming their fears, anxieties or other issues they
perceived as challenging on film. These stories,
complimentary to the exhibit, will be showcased on film and
in the students on words, note the overall importance of
mental health awareness on campus. These students will
also have their stories written in essay form for display on
the exhibit as well as on the UNTOLD blog. These stories can
be shared across all mediums of media.
UNTOLD has a partnership with Chicken Soup for the Soul
Entertainment and Crackle. Under the direction of Creators
Karen Shayne and Lorna Dancey, an episodic documentary
entitled UNTOLD: The Campus Diaries will be created under
the direction of multi Emmy winner, Marcia Mule’. This film
project will showcase the stories, students as well as the
importance of the exhibit and the mission behind the
diaries project.
The episode will air on Crackle/Chicken Soup for the Soul
Entertainment streaming networks, currently with an annual
viewing audience of 33.3M. This episode will air in late
Winter 2021.

3. The Podcast
__________________________

UNTOLD will also record a Campus Diaries Podcast
featuring the stories behind the exhibit.
This podcast will feature additional interviews of the three
to five students on film and will share in more details their
stories as well as a creating a healthy discussion focusing
on the issues and how the public, as well as a campus
community, can be more aware of the mental health
issues plaquing the college campuses.
Recorded in tandem with the exhibit, the UNTOLD podcast
will be hosted on a podcast platform (Apple, Stitcher,
Audible, etc…)
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